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Let us Welcome Jesus in Our Hearts 
Every human being has a desire to belong, to be accepted. Rejection can be one of the 
most painful experiences of humanity. We hear of so many agonizing stories where 
people have been rejected by their own family and friends, and usually the wounds of 
that experience take a lifetime to heal. Unfortunately rejection is one of the oldest themes 
in the bible. From the very beginning in the book of Genesis, God created man, and man 
rejected God. Instead of believing God, man chose to believe the serpent. And since 
then throughout the scriptures, man has been running away from God.  
 
In our readings today, the theme of rejection is clearly visible. The prophet Ezekiel from 
the first reading was rejected by the Israelites to whom he was sent by God. The 
Israelites at this time were in exile in Babylon. They lost everything they held dear as a 
nation. They couldn’t worship in the Temple, they were disheartened. They lost hope 
and faith in God and his promises, and started worshipping the gods of their oppressors. 
It is not surprising therefore that they rejected Ezekiel.  
 
Jesus in the gospel had a similar experience to that of Ezekiel. On his return to his home 
town, Nazareth, Jesus was not well received by his own people, the Nazarenes, despite 
what he had done in the neighbouring district. Jesus too was upset by the way he was 
received, “He was amazed at their lack of faith.”  
 
Given his record such as healings in the earlier chapters of Mark, you would expect that 
he was to receive a hero’s welcome in Nazareth. But his own did not welcome him 
because they thought they knew him well, he was a carpenter; they knew his parents, 
his brothers and sisters by name. He was an ordinary man who never received a formal 
education. However, his homily/teaching in the synagogue was astounding, and the 
questions they asked about him implied there was something extraordinary about Jesus; 
questions concerning his wisdom and the wonders he had done. We can say that the 
Nazarenes heard and marvelled at the works of Jesus, and one would expect that they 
were going to become his followers too. I would admit that the first two questions 
regarding the source of his wisdom, the kind of wisdom and the deeds he had done, 
were justified questions because his teaching was extraordinary. The trouble was, 
instead of dwelling on the first questions, instead of discussing the source of his wisdom, 
they discussed the man himself, yet they “knew him” already. At least he was with them 
for thirty years, he lived an ordinary life, and even his family was living in Nazareth with 
them. He was a son of a carpenter, and he became a carpenter himself.  
 
From all these facts, according to the Nazarenes, Jesus could not be what his language 
suggested. Instead of listening to what he had to say to them, they demeaned him. The 
scriptures say that, “Jesus was amazed at their lack of faith”. Can we all identify with the 
people of Nazareth? How well do we really know Jesus? What are our expectations of 
Jesus? Can we recognise God’s presence in the people around us? The readings should 
inspire us to identify the barriers in our life that hinder us from recognising God at work 
in our world today. God’s presence can sometimes be challenging and surprising, and it 
is on many occasions unpredictable. We therefore have to listen to Christ’s voice, hence 
welcome him in our hearts if we want him to work miracles in our lives and also stay with 
us in our homes. 
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Parish Notices  
   New COVID-19 restrictions – COVID UPDATE 

• In line with Lockdown orders for Greater Sydney, our church will remain closed at least till 
Saturday 10th July 2021.  Please refer to our website for any changes or updates.  Mass this 
weekend will be live streamed on Sunday as follows:   
English at 10am       and       Vietnamese at 5pm. 

• During this time of lockdown, please do not visit the parish unless it is an emergency.  If you 
require a priest for someone who is sick or dying, please phone Fr Moses on 0410 216 549.  
For non urgent matters, call the parish office or Mary on 0422 818 461.   

Each of us will look at Lockdown in different ways.  Some will 
see the school holidays as being ruined as we cannot go 
anywhere while others will see the opportunity of sleep-ins for 
the children and not having to find extra money for outings. 
 

Some may be bored while others use their imaginations.  
Some find the quite times long and tedious while other will 
thrive on the extra time to slow down and appreciate all that 
we have.  Most of us will still have the comforts of food, shelter, 
television, computers, books, and of course our phones.  We 
can still contact our family and friends.  

While there are of course difficulties with being in lockdown, we must abide with the rules so that we can return to 
our ‘normal’ as soon as possible.  Make the most of the quietness and find some time for extra prayers – for 
yourself, your families, our parish and indeed our world.   
 

Tax Time:  
Thank you to all parishioners and 
supporters of the planned giving 
envelopes.  Your new sets of envelopes 
are now ready, however due to the 
lockdowns; please wait till we return to 
Mass to collect your receipts and 
envelopes.  If you require your receipt 
urgently, please email the office and I will 
get back to you as soon as possible.  
office@sacredheartcabramatta.org.au  
Let’s hope for a quick return to Mass - 
thank you for your generosity... 

This weekend we celebrate 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday. 

Whilst providing us with an opportunity to acknowledge our 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters, whose 
Catholic numbers are over 130,000 and are a growing 
demographic in our Church today,  the celebration also signifies 
that we are united as one in God’s love and care. 
As Catholics we realise the importance of being good stewards in 
caring for the beautiful world that God has created. Because of the 
close relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 
to the land or ‘country’ we can all learn from them to be better 
stewards of our environment and hope repair the damage done 
and so to Heal County.  
Let us all come together as equals and friends in the name of 
Jesus Christ and in the spirit of mutual respect and unity as one 
people. 

We acknowledge the Traditional 
Custodians who have walked upon 

and cared for this land for 
thousands of years. We 

acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship 

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders Peoples to this country 

and commit ourselves to the 
ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

CatholicCare’s Communities of Care 
is currently operating in Fairfield and 
Liverpool areas, and expanding to the Nth 
Ryde, Ryde and Gladesville areas, with 
the aim of offering support in conjunction 
with other parish’s right across Sydney in 
the near future. 
The range of support is broad.  For example 
people may have been experiencing 
financial or health-related problems, been in 
a domestic violence situation or were having 
communication issues due to English being 
their second language.   
There is also assistance for seniors, who need help navigating the government’s My Aged Care system and who 
are looking to access home care support services. 
In the meantime, if you need help finding help, or would like to make an appointment at one of our current 
locations, please call CCareline on  13 1 19  
 



   

 

 

 

 

  

                                            

 

Recently Deceased:    
George Cyron, Maria Nguyen Thi Khuyen, Giuse Nguyen Duc 
Quynh, Daminh Pham Thai Hung 
 
Remembrance /Anniversary/ Rest in Peace lễ giỗ 
Maria, Tomaso x 4, Phero & Anna, Giuse Trinh Duc Minh, Phanxico 
Borgia, Cecilia Phero, Maria & holy souls, Fr Patrick McAuliffe, Ivan 
Puskas, Keven Curran, Ronald Robinson, Maria, Phero Nguyen 
Ngoc, Giuse Lawrence Nguyen, Maria, Benedict. Joseph Ty, Giuse 
and Maria, Sr Mary Ma, Nicolena Vela, Kolotila and Holy Souls. 
James Martin.Fernando Giarletta, Gioan Phaolo Dao Van Hien, 
Maria. 
 
Mass Intentions: 
Departed forebears, relatives, parents, unborn children, 
grace of conversions, Thanksgiving, family peace and 
welfare, Gift of Christian commitments.   
 

A message from the  
Archdiocese of Sydney: 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with 
crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810  -  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org 
 

You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to 
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation 
to report crimes to the police. 

Support your Archdiocese of Sydney newspaper – The 
Catholic Weekly 
To order the Catholic Weekly call 9390 5404 or email 
steve.richards@catholicweekly.com.au  
 
Holy Fathers Appeal:   This appeal will be postponed to when we 
can all gather together again to celebrate Mass.  Please be 
prepared to come and support the Popes Universal Church.  Your 
gift will assist communities impacted by floods, earthquakes, civil 
war and other disasters.  There is NO TAX deduction for this 
appeal, however there are envelopes available for those who wish 
to donate via a credit card.  Please fill in details and put in 
collection bag and the parish will send on your behalf together.    

Family Connection 
 

Our family plays an important role 
in shaping us and forming our self-
identity. In family life, we find a safe 
place to discover who we are and 
who God calls us to be. But 
sometimes the influences from 
outside our family can make us 
unrecognizable to those who know 
us best. These outside influences 
can lead us away from God, or they 
can lead us toward a deeper 
relationship with God. In today’s 
Gospel, we see that the people of 
Nazareth could not recognize 
Jesus as the Son of God. They 
could know him only as the son of 
Mary. We hope that through our 
family life we will be encouraged to 
filter the many influences on our 
lives through the lens of faith so 
that we will become the person that 
God calls us to be. As you gather 
as a family, talk about the people 
and events that are influencing 
members of your family. 
Acknowledge that many of these 
people and events are positive 
influences, helping us be better 
people and leading us to a deeper 
relationship with God. Also 
acknowledge, however, that there 
are negative influences in our lives 
that risk pulling us away from God. 
Observe that Jesus was a person 
who allowed his relationship with 
God to be the most important thing 
in his life. This led many people to 
have faith in him as the Son of God. 
However, not everyone could 
recognize this about Jesus. Read 
today’s Gospel, Mark 6:1-6. Ask: 
Who does not recognize Jesus as 
God’s Son in this Gospel? (some of 
his kinfolk in Nazareth) Observe 
that because of the people’s lack of 
faith, Jesus could not perform many 
miracles in Nazareth. Conclude by 
praying together that our families 
will continue to help us follow God 
in our lives. 



 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


