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“Ephphata – Be opened!” 
 
Fr. Thomas Coughlin was the first born-deaf man to be ordained priest in North 
America, 1977.  He has become the founder of the Dominican Missionaries for the 
Deaf Apostolate in Oakland, California.  These members of the new religious 
community (formally established in 2004) proved themselves to be “not the problem 
but the solution” to the plight of many people with hearing and speech impediments 
like themselves.  “I saw how badly we need a religious community of deaf priests and 
brothers dedicated to a deeper spiritual life and the deaf apostolate in the language of 
signs and the deaf culture milieu”, said Fr. Thomas.  
 
The Deaf Apostolate makes alive Jesus’ loving concern for the deaf and dumb as 
vividly captured in today’s Gospel (Mk 7:31-37).  Jesus took the gentile man “aside in 
private…put his fingers into the man’s ears and touched his tongue with spittle” before 
he said, ‘Ephphata – Be opened’.  Jesus’ personal and tangible approach did not only 
heal the man’s physical impediments.  It deeply touched his heart.  It fully restored the 
man to his wholeness. 
 
 

The Gospel elaborates to show Jesus as the One who 
fulfills the prophetic vision of future liberation - 
restoration of life - for God’s people: “Look, your God 
is coming,…Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, the lame shall 
leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for 
joy” (First Reading, Is 35:4-7)  In Jesus is the coming 
of the end-time era therein the battle over evil has 
been won. (In biblical times, evil was thought of as the 
reality disguised in various forms of physical illness, 
scorched land, sinful conduct and death itself).   

 
We have been privileged to partake in his era.  It’s worth recalling the symbolic action 
in the Rites of Baptism when the minister touched our ears and mouth, saying: “The 
Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak.  May he soon touch your ears to 
receive his word, and your mouth to proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God, 
the Father.”  
 

How have we been open to the Lord’s healing touch in regards our spiritual deafness 
and dumbness: prejudice, apathy, indifference, insensitivity, abuse, complacency, 
selfishness…?  In what ways has each of us in one’s life-setting and capacity actively 
carried on that “Ephphata ministry” of Christ?  
 
This weekend, we bless God for the gift of all daddies and father figures to us.  We 
also begin from Monday the annual Children Safeguarding Week.  Let’s pray and act 
especially for those little ones who have been wounded or abused in various forms and 
situations.  That their voice be heard, their wounds be healed and their dignity be 
restored 
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Convent/Pastoral Care    
Sisters of Our Lady of the 
Southern Cross   9723-
3704 
 
S.V.D.P    9823-1222 
 

School:    9724 1560 
Mrs. Patricia Laidler 
 
For Weddings and 
Baptism – call parish 
office.  
   
 

 

Sick Calls or 
Emergency Only 

0410 216 549 Or 
0481 350 323  

Call priest day or night. 
 

Masses Times: 
English:   
7am Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 
6.30pm Wednesday. 
and 9am Saturday  
Weekend Masses 
Saturday vigil Mass – 
6:00pm 
Sunday – 8:30am, 
10:00am and 6:00pm 
 

Polish: 11.30 Sunday 
 

Vietnamese          
Tuesday, Thursday 
6:30pm. 7am 
Wednesday  
Viet Weekend Mass  
Saturday vigil Mass – 
7:30pm (Chaplain)  
Sunday 7:00am, 
4:00pm (Chaplain) and 
7:30pm 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – YEAR B 
Isa 35:4-7; Jas 2:1-5; Mark 7:31-37 03 September 2021 
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Parish Notices  
   

COVID UPDATE – STILL WORKING BUT FROM HOME. 
 

The Parish Office is closed during the lockdown; however, 
you can still contact a priest for any emergencies.  Please 
call Father Moses on 0410-216-549 anytime. 
For office matters, please call Mary on 0422-818-461 or text 
message anytime. 
 
While the church must remain closed and no public 
Masses are being said, we have our Sunday Mass live 
streamed at 10am in English and 5pm in Vietnamese. 
   

 Sacred Heart Parish- Support for the Disadvantaged in 
Lockdown. If you need help call/text Mary, provide your 
phone number.  The sisters will contact you shortly. 

Blessing of Father’s Day 
God our Father, 

in your wisdom and love you made all things. 

Bless these men, (+) 

that they may be strengthened as Christian fathers. 

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 

Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 

may honor them always 

with a spirit of profound respect and gratefulness. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 



   

 

 

 

 

  

                                             

Office reflection 
Spring has arrived in its full glory.  What a day the 1st 
September was.  Working from home has its 
advantages.  Lunch on the back deck with the sun 
shining, the gentle breeze dancing with the new 
leaves, the blossoms just starting to show their 
colours and the birds are going crazy with their songs.  
Finally, I saw my bird bath being used – the birds are 
so carefree dipping in and out of the water.  
Being in one of the strict lockdowns LGA’s may have 
us thinking how restricted our lives have become.  
What we can and cannot do, where we can go and 
how long.  But these restrictions are here for our 
safety, so we accept them as necessary.  Makes you 
think of all the people who have restrictions all their 
lives.  Maybe ill health or poverty prevents many from 
leaving home normally, perhaps loneliness is an 
everyday event.  Its only when something is taken 
from us that we realise what we really have.  Let us 
give thanks for what is good in our lives, and accept 
trials during our journey of life, may we learn to 
appreciate the little things. 
While Covid lockdown restrictions has certainly 
caused us to think of the things we cannot do, how 
many of us have learnt alternative, perhaps better, 
ways of doing things.   With Father’s Day gatherings 
out of the question, I have learnt how to host a Zoom 
meeting with my children so we can at least gather 
together on the screen to wish all the dads a happy 
day.  Trivial things to some may be a huge 
achievement to others.  Continue to learn. 
Stay positive, the Lord never gives us more than he 
knows we can handle.  And He is always with us.   
With St Joseph as a role model, may all the fathers 
be wise in raising their children with unconditional 
love and understanding.  May they in turn, be loved 
and cherished forever.   

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, 
have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, 
you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at 9390 5810  -  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org 
 
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will 
be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese 
has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

 
 
 
Recently deceased:  ------ 
Anniversaries – Lễ Giỗ/Remembrance  Fr 
Patrick McAuliffe, Ivan Puskas, Giuse Lawrence 
Nguyen, Phero, Philiphe and Monica, Maria, Gioankim 
Nguyen Van sinh, Giuse Nguyen Van Vinh, Teresa 
Jessica Nguyen, Maria and Daminh Giuse Trần 
Thường (3rd); Maria Trần Thị Ron (4th);  
Teresa Hoàng Thị Khi (4th); Giuse Nguyễn Văn Truyền 
(8th); Agatha Trần Thị Vui 
 

Mass Intentions: 
Holy Souls, Gift of healing, unborn children, departed 
forebears, parents, and Relatives, thanksgiving to 
God, gift of peace, 
 

The sick: All Covid-19 Victims and the sick and  
elderly in our Parish 
 
 
 

Catholic Care offers their help   
Catholic Care Worker Juliette Kirkwood is available for 
any needs that you may have. 
She works from Fairfield parish  
Community Care Worker:    
Juliette Kirkwood 
Contact details: 0409 987 296 
For support during this lockdown, period contact 
the Parish Community Care 
Worker: juliette.kirkwood@catholiccare.org 
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Announcement for
Parents, Pastors, Staff and Students of

Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, Cabramatta

After a rigorous interview and selection process, I am pleased to announce, along with Fr. Remy

Bui, the appointment of David Parawa as the Principal of Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School,

Cabramatta beginning at the start of Term 1, 2022.

David is currently the Principal at St Catherine of Siena Catholic Primary School, Prestons where he

has been a calm and steady influence on the community and has shown genuine care and concern

for staff, students and their families. He has exercised leadership that has nurtured a strong faith

community.

He is particularly passionate about an educational experience enriched by our Catholic life and

culture, an unwavering commitment to fairness and the pursuit of equality for all students, parents

and school staff. David is a gifted educator, a creative thinker and a committed, faith-filled leader

and is excited to be coming to Sacred Heart to lead a thriving Catholic community which grows

learners - every teacher, every student, every lesson.

This is an energising time for the students, staff and community of Sacred Heart Catholic Primary

School and we congratulate David on this significant appointment.

Yours sincerely,

Tony Farley

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF SYDNEY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS



 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


