
T 

\   

How very good God is to us all” 
Welcome to the 19th Sunday which falls this year on 8 August – the Australian designated 
solemnity of St Mary of the Cross, MacKillop.  This day marks the completion of her earthly life 
and mission in 1909  at North Sydney. 
 
Mary was truly acclaimed as “Australia’s Blessed One, a saint for all people” (Pope J.P. II, at her 
beatification ceremony 19/1/1995).  Her remarkable contribution was again strongly endorsed by 
Pope Benedict XVI during his WYD08 visit to Sydney as he stated:  
“One of the most outstanding figures in this country’s history is Blessed Mary MacKillop… I know 
that her perseverance in the face of adversity, her plea for justice on behalf of those unfairly 
treated and her practical example of holiness have become a source of inspiration for all 
Australians.  Generations have reason to be grateful to her and to the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
the Sacred Heart and other religious congregations for the network of schools that they 
established here and for the witness of their consecrated life.” 
 
Truly, Mary would have held dear to her heart what Jesus taught in today’s Gospel (Matthew- 
6:25-34) – chosen for her feastday: “Think of the flowers growing in the fields;… Now if that is 
how God clothes the wild flowers growing in the field which are there today and thrown into the 
furnace tomorrow, will he not much more look after you, you have so little faith?....Set your hearts 
on his kingdom first, and on God’s saving justice, and all these other things will be given you as 
well”.   
 
So, she pressed ahead, being open and ready to meet the needs / challenges of her time with 
great trust in God’s goodness and providence.  She dedicated her life with a handful of 
companions and limited resources to the poor and destitute, particularly aboriginals and migrants. 
She established orphanages, refuges for women and children, and stables-like schools for poor 
and isolated children. Given her own physical illness and excruciating pain in her heart due to 
misunderstanding, calumny and even wrongful excommunication from church, she exclaimed: 
“See the greatness and the beauty of God”; “How very good God is to us all”; “Never see a need 
without doing something about it”; “Do what we can and leave the rest to God”.  Accordingly, she 
was keen to advise others (echoing the very words of St Paul in today’s 2nd Reading, Eph 4:30 
– 5:2): “Be kind to each other, bear with one another, bear with the faulty as you hope God will 
bear with you.  God loves us all, but [God] loves those best who help the weak to become more 
perfect.”   
 
With joy and trust, we bless God this day for such a wonderful model of holiness we can claim 
our own “native treasure”!  With Mary of the Cross, we learn afresh how to discern and actively 
respond to “the signs of the times” as we face up to the ever-growing challenges, not only of the 
Covid-19 lockdown, isolation and hardships right in our homes and neighbourhoods, but the 
secular, religiously lukewarm society.   
 
This special day also concludes the Vocations Awareness Week in Australia Church and 
normally we would held our Parish Educare Sunday to celebrate the gift of Catholic education 
and faith-formation.  Let’s keep in our prayers and grateful hearts nonetheless, our principals, 
teachers and educators, students and families from the Sacred Heart’s Primary, Mary MacKillop 
college, Patrician Brothers College, our parish catechists and leaders of Sacramental programs, 
and all those who are committed to following MacKillop’s footsteps.  Let’s pray that their teaching 
in words and examples may cause the vision of a higher and purer life to rise up before us, 
especially our young people.  That their shining faith and services may inspire us to try to win 
back our finer, kinder and heathier selves each day as God would want. 
 
“I do want with all my heart to be what God wants me to be” (M. MacKillop). 
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Convent/Pastoral Care    
Sisters of Our Lady of the 
Southern Cross   9723-
3704 
 
S.V.D.P    9823-1222 
 

School:    9724 1560 
Mrs. Patricia Laidler 
 
For Weddings and 
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office.  
   
 

 

Sick Calls or 
Emergency Only 

0410 216 549 Or 
0481 350 323  

Call priest day or night. 
 

Masses Times: 
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7am Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 
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and 9am Saturday  
Weekend Masses 
Saturday vigil Mass – 
6:00pm 
Sunday – 8:30am, 
10:00am and 6:00pm 
 

Polish: 11.30 Sunday 
 

Vietnamese          
Tuesday, Thursday 
6:30pm. 7am 
Wednesday  
Viet Weekend Mass  
Saturday vigil Mass – 
7:30pm (Chaplain)  
Sunday 7:00am, 
4:00pm (Chaplain) and 
7:30pm 
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1 Kgs 17:8-16; Col 3:12-17; Matt 6:25-34 08 Agust 2021 
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Recently deceased Maria Tran Thi Sen, Phe6ro6 
Trần Ngọc Minh, Phe6ro6 Nguyễn Văn Nhị 
 

Remembrance Fr Patrick McAuliffe, Peter Nguyen 
Van Hoa, Giuse Pham Van Chat,Giuse Pham Cong 
Chi. 
OTHER INTENTIONS: Special prayers for all 
Covid-19 victims and families; for the wellbeing 
of all parishioners. 

Parish Notices  
   New COVID-19 restrictions – COVID UPDATE 

• In line with Lockdown orders for Greater Sydney, our church will remain closed until we are 
advised that it is safe to reopen. Funerals are limited to 10 people and unfortunately weddings 
and other sacraments of not allowed at the moment. Please refer to our website for any 
changes or updates.  Mass this weekend will be live streamed on Sunday as follows:   
 English at 10am       and       Vietnamese at 5pm. 

• During this time of lockdown, THE PARISH JOFFICE IS CLOSED please do not visit the parish 
unless it is an emergency.  If you require a priest for someone who is sick or dying, please 
phone Fr Moses on 0410 216 549.  For non urgent matters, call the parish office or Mary on 
0422 818 461.   

 

Meeting our Priests:    
Last Sunday, the parish held its first Zoom meeting 
with Father Remy, Father Moses and a few 
parishioners.  This was just a catch up to say 
hello and how are things going for both Fathers 
and the rest of us during this time of 
restrictions and lockdowns.  There will be another 
Zoom gathering next Sunday the 8th of August – the 
feast of Australia’s first Saint – St Mary McKillop.   
Please join the meeting at 11.30am after the 
livestreaming of the English Mass.  Details are as 
follows:    
 

Topic: Meeting our Priests 
Time: Aug 8, 2021 11:30 AM Sydney 
 

Join Zoom Meeting (Join Using A Meeting Link) 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/84974779992?pwd=bDB
5c1k4VndrbUxJMlA5MUt0RkxuQT09 
 
Join Using A Meeting ID 
Meeting ID: 849 7477 9992 
Passcode: mtp9mP 
 

How To Join A Zoom Meeting 
Here’s a step-by-step guide to join a Zoom meeting 
quickly: 
Note: The same steps apply to both your desktop 
and your phone. 
 
A. Join Using A Meeting Link 
If you have a meeting link, just click on it or 
paste it into your web browser to join the 
meeting. You will find this link on our Facebook 
 
B. Join Using A Meeting ID 
Step 1: Open the Zoom app and click on the 
“Join” icon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: Paste the Meeting ID in the box provided, 
add your display name for the meeting and click on 
the “Join” button. 



   

 

 

 

 

  

                                             

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, 
have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, 
you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at 9390 5810  -  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org 
 
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will 
be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese 
has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

While our churches are closed at this time, the Catholic 
Weekly is producing a free digital flipbook edition. 
Sign up for updates directly to your email inbox here: 
www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-
online/. 
COVID-19 Prayer resources 
The Archdiocese of Sydney website has a dedicated 
page of prayer resources including links to popular 
podcasts in this time of pandemic, which you may wish to 
share with your parishioners. You’ll find the webpage at 
this address: www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-
updates/prayer-resources-for-the-coronavirus-

 

Office Reflection: 
 
Today we celebrate the feast day of Australia’s first 
(and only) Saint.   

Mary MacKillop is a great 
example for us during this 
pandemic.  She saw many 
needs, many things that 
required action, change and 
someone to do it.  She asked 
for help but did not expect 
others to ‘fix’ matters.  Instead, 
she acted.  Her story reminds 
me a lot about our own sisters 
here at Cabramatta – one day 
our great, great, grandchildren 
may be reading and learning 
about them….. 

Mary MacKillop saw a need of the isolated families of our 
early settlers, especially the need for education of the 
children. She always had a desire to be part of religious 
life and so founded The Sisters of St Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart, and together with the other sisters who 
shared her vision and desires, dedicated themselves to 
the education of any child, especially the poor and 
offered special care to destitute women and children. 
 

It was not to be an easy, simple task, and she had many 
confrontations with the Church and its early leaders.  But 
perseverance and hard work kept her going. 
She is remembered for her eagerness to discover God's 
will in all things, for her charity in the face of criticism, and 
for her abiding trust in God's providence. 
Today as we remain in lockdown, with all our difficulties, 
we should remember those in our own community who 
may be worse off.  Those who may need our help in 
education - perhaps with concerns about vaccination, 
with regulations, with this lockdown.   
 

While we cannot and never should, give medical advise 
or tell people what to do, be there for them, direct them 
to where they can get the correct information to make a 
decision based on facts. In the words of Mary MacKillop 
“Never see a need without doing something about it”. 
This pandemic gives us so many opportunities to help 
one another, to do something…. To discover God’s will 
in all this and to trust in His providence. 

Payer for A Pandemic 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 

remember those whose lives are at 
stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 
remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working 
from home 

remember those who must choose 
between preserving their health or 

making their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care 
for our children when their school close 
remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
remember those that have no safe 

place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin 

money in the tumult of the economic 
market  

remember those who have no margin 
at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine 
at home  

remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, let us choose 

love. 
During this time when we cannot 

physically wrap our arms around each 
other, 

Let us yet find ways to be the loving 
embrace of God to our neighbours. 

Amen 
 
 



 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


