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““Who do you say I am?” 
 

Jesus asked a very personal question to his 
disciples, “… who do you say I am?” This question 
required a personal response. And on behalf of the 
twelve, Peter made a profound response, “You are 
the Christ”. Which means “you are the messiah” “the 
anointed one of God”. This response elicited an 
explanation from Jesus as to what kind of messiah 
he was, since the Israelites were waiting for one. 
Jesus clarified that he would save the world through 
suffering, death and resurrection. 

  
To this response Peter objected because he still did not understand the kind of messiah 
Jesus was. It is why Jesus rebuked him and went on to explain to them about 
discipleship; “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and 
take up his cross and follow me.” This way Jesus revealed to us the standard of 
discipleship.  In other words discipleship includes suffering, faithfully carrying one’s 
cross until the end.  
 
We all experience some form of pain or suffering. And if we faithfully bear this suffering, 
we will be drawn near to Christ who carries the bigger weight of our suffering. When 
we experience any form of loss or pain in our lives, whenever we are carrying a cross 
in our lives we depend more on God. The cross therefore keeps us close to Christ. And 
the closer we are to Christ, the holier we become. Suffering is therefore not a time to 
complain but a time to seek God’s grace. 
 
The suffering servant in the prophet Isaiah (first reading) demonstrates his total trust 
in God in the middle of his suffering, (“The Lord is coming to my help…”), and 
challenges us to bear our suffering and offer it to God. Meaning, in carrying our cross, 
we should ask for God’s grace for we know that victory comes through the cross, and 
Jesus conquered the world through the cross.  
 
As followers of Jesus we are called 
to walk in his footsteps, and embrace 
suffering for sake of the kingdom. 
There is always a temptation to run 
away from the cross like the disciples 
did. However, Jesus reminds us to 
be strong like they became after his 
resurrection. May we always be 
reminded that Christian life cannot 
be authentic without the cross, and 
to accept Christ’s invitation to follow 
him is to accept the cross. 
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Convent/Pastoral Care    
Sisters of Our Lady of the 
Southern Cross   9723-
3704 
 
S.V.D.P    9823-1222 
 

School:    9724 1560 
Mrs. Patricia Laidler 
 
For Weddings and 
Baptism – call parish 
office.  
   
 

 

Sick Calls or 
Emergency Only 

0410 216 549 Or 
0481 350 323  

Call priest day or night. 
 

Masses Times: 
English:   
7am Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 
6.30pm Wednesday. 
and 9am Saturday  
Weekend Masses 
Saturday vigil Mass – 
6:00pm 
Sunday – 8:30am, 
10:00am and 6:00pm 
 

Polish: 11.30 Sunday 
 

Vietnamese          
Tuesday, Thursday 
6:30pm. 7am 
Wednesday  
Viet Weekend Mass  
Saturday vigil Mass – 
7:30pm (Chaplain)  
Sunday 7:00am, 
4:00pm (Chaplain) and 
7:30pm 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – YEAR B 
Isa 50:5-9; Jas 2:14-18; Mark 8:27-35 12 September 2021 
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Office reflection - For the Secretary’s desk: 
Today I can say thank goodness for lockdown.  If we 
were allowed to visit and have visitors, I know my 
family all would have got together for Father’s Day 
with lots of hugs and cuddles.  (Our Zoom get 
together went very well instead)  
 
On Tuesday morning I get a text from NSW Health 
advising that I have been in close contact with a 
Covid positive person 8 days ago. I can now see 
how the spread gets into the community.  If only 
there were more people available to assist with 
contact tracing.  My only outings are to the office 
once per week for an hour or so– which is empty - 
even Father keeps his distance when I am in there, 
and to my dentist appointment (the cause of my 
issues) but a stop at the fruit or bread shop and I can 
be spreading the virus without knowing it.  Luckily 
my test came back negative, but day 10 is this 
weekend and I still must self-isolate for 14 days.  
The point I am making is that we need to abide by 
the rules because we just do not know where Covid 
is.  I can only trust that the vaccinations will protect 
us and allow us to get back to a life of not being 
restricted from this beautiful world the Lord has 
given us.  The majority of us are social little 
butterflies who need physical contact with other 
people, especially our youth and school children.  I 
feel for those who have missed celebrating their 
wedding dates, their 18th or 21st  or getting their L’s 
on their 17th birthday.  Exams, especially the HSC 
are disrupted – the list just goes on.  BUT maybe 
this is a time to understand that we do not always 
have control of when things happen.  Life is full of 
trials and changes and disruptions.  Even without 
Covid, many things happen that we did not expect, 
many times we need to adjust our thinking and look 
for an alternative.  So, our youth may be getting life 
lessons a little earlier than planned but with support 
and guidance from parents, teachers and friends, 
life will continue, maybe different but definitely 
continue.  I read this in the Catholic Weekly recently 
and want to share: 
 
No one has it all figured out.  Feeling we’ve lost 
control of our lives is disturbing.  But assuming we 
were in control of them in the first place is another 
error. 
 
The media is happy to report that pubs, restaurants, 
gyms and hairdresser will be opening soon but do 
not mention that the church also will be waiting to 
welcome home its parishioners.  Bring on the 70% 
of double vaccinations.  Take care.     

Parish Notices  
   

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with 
crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, 
please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810  -  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org 
 
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to 
provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

COVID UPDATE – STILL WORKING BUT FROM 
HOME. 
 

The Parish Office is closed during the lockdown; 
however, you can still contact a priest for any 
emergencies.  Please call Father Moses on 0410-
216-549 anytime. 
For office matters, please call Mary on 0422-818-461 
or text message anytime. 
 
While the church must remain closed and no public 
Masses are being said, we have our Sunday Mass 
live streamed at 10am in English and 5pm in 
Vietnamese. 
   

 Sacred Heart Parish- Support for the Disadvantaged 
in Lockdown. If you need help call/text Mary, 
provide your phone number.  The sisters will 
contact you shortly. 

 

 
 
Recently deceased:  Phero Nguyen Van Dong, 
Teresa Maria Nguyen Thi Viet. 
 

Anniversaries – Lễ Giỗ/Remembrance  Fr 
Patrick McAuliffe, Ivan Puskas, Phero Tran Van Bac 
 

Mass Intentions: 
Peace in family, Holy Souls, Thanksgiving Our Lady for 
family(specially Mother in law), Maria (mum and 
Grandmother) 
 

The sick: All Covid-19 Victims and the sick and elderly 
in our Parish 
 
 
 



   

 

 

 

 

  

                                           

Apply for Energy Accounts Payment 
Assistance (EAPA) vouchers 
If you're having difficulty paying your current 
household energy bill because of a short-term 
financial crisis or emergency, such as unexpected 
medical bills, or reduced income due to COVID-19, 
you could be eligible for Energy Accounts Payment 
Assistance (EAPA) $50 vouchers. 
Eligibility- You must: 
• have an electricity or natural gas account for a 

NSW residential address, which is your primary 
place of residence and the account must be 
active at the time of your assessment (all other 
accounts are not eligible)     

• be the electricity or natural gas account holder 
(your account and bill must be in your name) 

• be experiencing a short-term financial crisis or 
emergency that has caused you financial 
hardship and impacted your ability to pay your 
current residential energy bill (in part or in full). 

How to Apply 
• Apply online 

(https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/en
ergy-accounts-payment-assistance-eapa-
scheme#eapa-provider) 

• Apply through a non-government EAPA provider 
(You can apply to be assessed for EAPA 
vouchers by calling an approved non-
government EAPA provider such as Anglicare, 
Salvation Army and Wesley Mission) 

• More information please visit  
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/ 

 
 

Intercessions – prayer resource  

Let us pray to the Lord, 
who is our refuge and stronghold.  
 
For the health and well-being of our nation, 
that all who are fearful and anxious 
may be at peace and free from worry: 
Lord, hear us, 
 
For the isolated and housebound, 
that we may be alert to their needs, 
and care for them in their vulnerability: 
Lord, hear us, 
 
For our homes and families, 
our schools and young people, 
and all in any kind of need or distress: 
Lord, hear us, 
 
For a blessing on our parish, that our neighbourhoods 
may be places of trust and friendship, where all are 
known and cared for: 
Lord, hear us, 
 
We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 
to the mercy and protection of God. 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Publications promote safety for young 
in time of pandemic 
New resources from Sydney Archdiocese focus on 
helping the young to stay safe and promoting 
emotional and spiritual wellbeing 

To mark National Child Protection Week, the 
Archdiocese of Sydney’s Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office has released a series of resources aimed 
at helping children and teenagers feel safe and to 
strengthen their mental and spiritual wellbeing under the 
added pressures of the current COVID-19 lockdown 
 
For the past five years, the Safeguarding Office has 
been celebrating Child Protection Week, this year from 
6-12 September, by working alongside children and 
young people to develop age-appropriate resources to 
promote important messages around child protection. 
 
This year, a ‘Feeling Safe’ activity book for children 
aged between 3-12 years and 
(https://www.sydneycatholic.org/casys/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/Feeling-Safe-Activity-
Book.pdf)  
a Care/Wellbeing booklet for young people aged 
13-17 years (https://www.sydneycatholic.org/casys/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/A-Guide-for-Young-People-to-
Better-Understand-Wellbeing.pdf) 
are focused very much on helping young people 
through the additional emotional stress of the COVID 
pandemic. 
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