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No seed is too small for God 
 
On occasion of the Queen’s Birthday celebration 9 years 
ago, Professor Ian Frazer was honoured with the award, 
Companion of the Order of Australia.  It was in recognition 
of his role in creating the cervical cancer vaccine which 
helped 60 million girls and women all over the world.  The 
benefit of this medical treatment is still far reaching, 
considering a quarter of a million women still die of 
cervical cancer each year.  Such an award is, as 
professor Frazer said then, “a welcome tribute to the role 
of research and the years of hard and sometimes 
thankless preparatory work that come before rare 
breakthroughs like his own.”  
 

It’s true that many great achievements or movements in 
history would have begun as a tiny idea or an insignificant 
work and grew up through many years of hard work and 
patience.  These may illustrate some beautiful things that 
today's Scripture readings underscore.   
  
In today’s Gospel (Mk 4:26-34), Jesus gives us a glimpse 
of what the kingdom of God is likethrough the parables of 
the seed growing of itself and the mustard seed.   

God’s kingdom grows of its own accord beyond our notice and knowledge of it and frequently 
without instant results.  Remarkably, ‘It is like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the 
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth."  But then this tiny seed grows to become 
a shelter for all ‘the birds of the air’.  With regards to Jesus, for example, who could have 
guessed in Galilee in 27AD what would emerge from his ministry?  What would turn out to be 
from small beginnings = his preaching, his attention to the afflicted, his quiet transformative 
power, his unusual company of followers and his lonely death?  There did arise the greatness 
of the kingdom of God! 
 
It is worth noting that the phrase "birds of the air" was a traditional Jewish expression for the 
Gentiles, all the non-Jews. In today's first reading, the prophet Ezekiel speaks of the universal 
openness of God's kingdom in the image of the tree where all birds can find a resting place. 
(Ez 17:22-24).  Similarly in Jesus' teaching, the kingdom of God is open to all peoples. The 
greatness of the kingdom, which grows from such a small beginning, is for the benefit of all 
peoples; it is not the exclusive domain of any one flock. Such a wonder has been the reality of 
our parish since its inception in 1949 under the patronage of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 

This weekend as we celebrate our Parish Feast day, in honour of the Sacred Heart, we give 
thanks for the gift of God’s kingdom within us, for the seed of our faith nurtured by the Eucharist 
and the Word; through active parish life and service from one generation to the other.  In daily 
life, we should learn afresh to take to heart Jesus’ message on the nature of God’s kingdom, 
as we keep sowing “the seed of goodness” – even the smallest one – and looking towards ‘the 
harvest” with patience and trust.   

“On many an idle day have I grieved over lost time. 
But it is never lost, my Lord. 

You have taken every moment of my life in your own hands. 
Hidden in the heart of things , you are nourishing seeds into spouts, 

buds into blossoms, and ripening flowers into fruitfulness…”              (Rabindranath Tagore) 

Fr Remy Son Lam Bui 

13 Park Road, Cabramatta 
Phone:   9724-2151     Email: office@sacredheartcab.org.au 

Web site:   www.sacredheartcabramatta.org.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cabraparish/ 

Parish Priest: 
FR REMY SON-LAM BUI 
  
Assistant Priest: 
Fr Moses Tamale 
 

Parish office hours: 
Currently Tuesday, 
Thursday & Fridays  
9.30 to 4.30pm  
 
Parish Secretary:   
Mrs. Mary Pankiw 
0422   818   461 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Convent/Pastoral Care    
Sisters of Our Lady of the 
Southern Cross   9723-
3704 
 
S.V.D.P    9823-1222 
 

School:    9724 1560 
Mrs. Patricia Laidler 
 
For Weddings and 
Baptism – call parish 
office.  
   
 

 

Sick Calls or 
Emergency Only 

0410 216 549 Or 
0481 350 323  

Call priest day or night. 
 

Masses Times: 
English:   
7am Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 
6.30pm Wednesday. 
and 9am Saturday  
Weekend Masses 
Saturday vigil Mass – 
6:00pm 
Sunday – 8:30am, 
10:00am and 6:00pm 
 

Polish: 11.30 Sunday 
 

Vietnamese          
Tuesday, Thursday 
6:30pm. 7am 
Wednesday  
Viet Weekend Mass  
Saturday vigil Mass – 
7:30pm (Chaplain)  
Sunday 7:00am, 
4:00pm (Chaplain) and 
7:30pm 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY – YEAR B 

Ps 117:24 

Ez 17:22-24. 2 Cor 5:6-10. Mk 4:26-34 
13 June 2021 

Happy Feast Day 

Blessing to each and 
every one of you 

from  
the Sacred Heart! 

mailto:office@sacredheartcab.org.au
http://www.sacredheartcabramatta.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/cabraparish/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Parish Notices: -THE FEAST OF SACRED HEART 10 JUNE  
   

Covid UPDATE: Easing of restrictions –  
the current rules 
• Masks are no longer necessary when attending churches 

and Congregational singing is permitted. 
• Singers or choir members should still remain 1.5 metres 

away from each other and from members of the 
congregation. 

• There is no limit on how many people can attend Masses, 
weddings, funerals and other religious services subject to 
observing the 2m2 rule. Families can sit together, but if 
people do not belong in the same household, they must 
observe physical distancing of 1.5 metres.  

• Avoid congestion before or after Mass. Attendees should 
also maintain a safe distance when lining up for 
communion. 

• QR code registration on entry is still compulsory or put 
name and contact details on sheet. 

CHURCH CLOSURE ON MONDAY’S  
Due to the parish office being closed on 
Monday’s and the unavailability of staff to 
monitor the church visits, it has been 
decided to close the church after the 7am 
morning Mass and Rosary devotion. This 
is for security and the safety of all our 
parishioners and visitors.  Please feel free 
to pray at any of the statues around our 
parish grounds and know that you are still 
in the presence of Our Lord.    

 The Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process or 
a journey designed to help adults who may be interested in 
learning about God and Catholic faith with a view to becoming 
a member of the Catholic Church.  It also helps adult Catholics 
who wish to gain more insight and deepen their faith.  The 
journey is due to start again in October 2021.  If this might be 
what God is calling for you (or someone you know, please 
pass on this invitation) please register your interest at the 
Parish Office at your earliest convenience.   
 
 

Sacred Heart Church Cabramatta       
Parish Planned Giving 

My Weekly offering 

  $10 per week        $20 per week           
  $100 per month       $500 per year 
$1000 per year          Other  

The end of the financial year is just over two 
weeks away.  The parish offers a tax 
deduction of at least 50% for the 2021 
financial year, for money given to the parish 
via the planned giving envelopes to those 
who register as requiring a deduction.   If you 
want to donate before the 30th June, please 
speak with Mary on Tuesdays.  9724-2151 
ext 1. 
Tax receipts and new sets of envelopes will 
be available after Mass on the weekends 
commencing 3rd /4th  July 2021.   
Giving to the parish via the planned giving 
envelopes not only assists with the 
maintenance of the church and presbytery, 
but the envelopes helps you put away your 
money and remind you to bring your 
donation with you to Mass.  If you would like 
to join the envelopes please speak with Mary 
who will organise a registration form and a 
new set for you.   

 
 

  

Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart 
To the Sacred Heart of Jesus, I give myself and (all members 
of our families and our Parish) and consecrate to the Sacred 
Heart of our Lord Jesus Christ, my person and my life, my 
actions, pains and sufferings, so that I may be unwilling to make 
use of any part of my being other than to honor, love and glorify 
the Sacred Heart. This is my unchanging purpose, namely, to 
be all His, and to do all things for the love of Him at the same 
time renouncing with all my heart whatever is displeasing to 
Him.  I therefore take You, O Sacred Heart, to be the only object 
of my love,  the guardian of my life,  my assurance of salvation,  
the remedy of my weakness and inconstancy, the atonement 
for all the faults of my life and my sure refuge at the hour of 
death.  
 
Be then, O Heart of goodness, my justification before God the 
Father, and turn away from me the strokes of his righteous 
anger. O Heart of love, I put all my confidence in You, for I fear 
everything from my own wickedness and frailty, but I hope for 
all things from Your goodness and bounty.  
Remove from me all that can displease You  or resist Your holy 
will; let your pure love imprint Your image so deeply upon my 
heart, that I shall never be able to forget You  or to be separated 
from You.  
 
May I obtain from all Your loving kindness  the grace of having 
my name written in Your Heart, for in You I desire to place all 
my happiness and glory, living and dying in bondage to You. 
Amen.  

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 

Message from Bishop Brady on the Parish 
Feast of The Sacred Heart,  

11 June 
Dear Fr Remy,  

On the Solemnity of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I wish 
you and your community an 
abundant blessing.  May the 
Peace and Love of Our Lord 
remain with you all.   

Blessings always,  
Bishop Terry Brady, 11th June 2021 



   

 

 

 

 

  

       

 
Recently Deceased:    
Teresa, Mary, Teresa Dao, Phanxico Hung, Maria Tuyen 
 
Remembrance /Anniversary/ Rest in Peace lễ giỗ 
Fr Patrick Thomas McAuliffe, Anna Tran Thi Xuyen, Matthew 
Nguyen Hue, Catarina Nguyen, Gioan Tran Thanh Huy, Keven 
Curran, Ivan Puskas, Ronald Robinson, Maria Nguyen Thi Ly, 
Joseph Stephens, Dominic & Maria, Semko Solotwa, Gienoveffa 
Solotwa, Joseph & Maria, Hoai Son Cao, Lucia, Matta, Anna Maria, 
Linh & Lorenso, Phero Nguyen Van Lay, Giuse, 2 x Rosa, Gioan Vu 
Van Toan, Guise Khan, Maria Hoa, Maria Nguyen Thi Ly, Giuse 
Dinh Xuan Viet, Giuse Nguyen Van Tan, Maria Tran Thi 
Loan,Giuse, Antone Vo Van Linh, Phero Lam ngoc Thanh, Fr 
Dominico, Vincente & Maria, Teresa Le Thi Phuc, Phaolo, Phero, 
Nicolas, Phanxico Borgia, Cecilia, Phero, Maria, Giuse, Maria 
Madalena, & Giuse, 2 x Maria, Giuse & Maria, Micae 
Mass Intentions: 
Unborn baby, thanks to Maria, Good health of Nurses and Doctors 
at Westmead hospital,  holy souls x 3, family peace, departed 
benefactors and forebears, departed grandparents, parents & 
brother, peace & guidance, family peace & goodness, thanksgiving 
to God, our Lady & St Joseph, all saints, unborn children, 
thanksgiving.. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the 
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 
9390 5810  - safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org 
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide 
support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to 
the police. 

To express your concerns about the 
Sydney cemeteries takeover by the 

NSW Government we urge you to sign 
the petition at 

https://saveourgraves.com.au/  
 

Support your Archdiocese of Sydney 
newspaper –  
The Catholic Weekly 
In this week’s edition: 
• Burials breakthrough:  

Premier orders new negotiations 
• James Parker: This is NOT Catholic 

education. 
• Book review: The Church’s Best-Kept 

Secret. 
To order the Catholic Weekly  
call 9390 5404 or  
email 
steve.richards@catholicweekly.com.au 

The Marist Mid-Winter Online Retreat 
“Words From the Cross” – Led by Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
 Where:        Online    When: Thursday 8 and Friday 9 July (four 
sessions) 
Time:   10am-11am and 12-1pm each day.            Cost: $60 
 Words From the Cross will be a 2-day reflection on the last seven 
words of Christ which become our own words as we live through this 
time of crucifixion, looking beyond the darkness of Calvary to the 
morning light of Easter where we hear the Lord say, “Peace be with 
you”. 
There will be some input and a time for questions at the conclusion of 
each session. 
For further information please contact Mark O’Farrell 
(mark.ofarrell@marists.org.au). 
 
 Parish Ambassadors are gathering on July 3.     How can you be 
involved in the Plenary Council?  

 Pray the Plenary Prayer from Pentecost until the Assembly. 
 Visit the Plenary Council website especially Fan the Flame site 

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame.  
 View the videos produced by the Sydney working group by Bishop 

Terry Brady, Professor Sandy Lynch and Stephen No one in response 
to the call from so many for spiritual formation 
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/about-us/plenary-council-
2020/#Plenary-Council-Assembly-October-2021.  

 Listen to the podcasts about the Plenary Council 
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/listen/. 
 

Gospel Reflection 
This week’s gospel is a wonderful example 
of the teaching style of Jesus. It even tells 
us that ‘he would not speak to them except 
in parables’. Jesus used the parable form 
almost exclusively to share his message. 
He used imagery that was familiar to his 
audience; parables about the everyday life 
of a rural community: seeds, planting, 
growing, harvesting. The secret of Jesus’ 
parables, when we understand the cultural 
context, is that there was always a ‘twist in 
the tale’ – what is called a 
‘discombobulating shift’ – that turns the 
expected outcome of the story on its head. 
This is nowhere more evident than in the 
image of the mustard seed. On the surface 
the parable is about the kingdom of God 
starting from very small, humble 
beginnings and growing into something 
great. However, immediately prior to this 
kingdom parable, Jesus has reminded us 
that the community makes a living out of 
growing grain crops like wheat for bread, 
etc. His parable about the mustard seed 
describes a tiny seed that grows into a 
great shrub ‘so that the birds of the air can 
shelter in its shade’. A farming community 
that was growing grain crops would be 
greatly alarmed at the thought of actually 
attracting birds to their fields or even 
nearby. Jesus’ message about the 
kingdom of God is that it is actually 
disruptive and invasive. The kingdom 
brings unrest and disquiet to the 
predictable. The kingdom of God is 
unsettling. This is a much more 
challenging parable than it appears from a 
literal reading. 

https://saveourgraves.com.au/
mailto:mark.ofarrell@marists.org.au
http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/about-us/plenary-council-2020/#Plenary-Council-Assembly-October-2021
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/about-us/plenary-council-2020/#Plenary-Council-Assembly-October-2021
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/listen/


 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does 

Mustard seed 

look like? 


