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Making the faith our own… 
The once-every-five-year National Census like the one we just completed on 10 August 
this year always has this question: “What is your religion?”  Remarkably enough though 
is the answering box of “no religion” put first!  The previous Census 2016 shows the major 
religion in this land is Christianity, 52% of population, (down from 74% in 1991)!  Catholics 
remain the largest group of this category, 22.6%, (down from 25.3% in 1011).  Those 
identified as having no religion were 30% (up from 22% in 2011).  Counting Australian 
students alone in this “no religion” category, the figure would be 37% (up from 30% in 
2011) of which 46% are found in government schools; 31% in independent schools and 
14% in Catholic schools.   
 
Obviously, faith is a hard choice!  Would the Jews in the Old Testament time as well as 
those caught up with Jesus in today’s Gospel (Jn 6:60-69) be much different from the 
people of modern times?  They fiercely protested against Jesus’ claim to be the true 
“Bread of life” – “Bread from heaven” and against what he proclaimed in a clear and 
emphatic way: “If you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you will 
not have life in you…For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink…”  They found 
his words intolerable or deplorable – their religious law strictly forbids eating of blood (Lev 
7:26-27; 17:10-14), even meat from certain animals like pork, let alone the blood or flesh 
of a human being!  As a result, “many of his disciples left him and stopped going with 
him”!   
 
Religion remains a hard choice, particularly, faith in God and in Jesus himself.  Yet, our 
rise or fall depends on it.  What Joshua in the first Reading (Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17,18b) 
demanded of his people on their arrival in the Promised Land God is challenging us: “If 
you will not serve the Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve…?” Specifically, what 
Jesus then said to the Twelve disciples is also confronting us all each day: “What about 
you, do you want to go away too?”  God will not leave us but we may leave him.  So why 
would we want or not want to leave him?  Peter answered: “Lord, who shall we go to?  
You have the message of eternal life, and we believe.  We know that you are the Holy 
One of God.”   
 
Accordingly, our Faith is more than the knowledge or acceptance of a set of beliefs, but 
a belief in, and commitment to, the very person of Jesus.  It is entering into a bond of love 
and life with Christ and through him, with God.  It is basically a divine gift as Jesus refers 
to in today’s gospel: “I told you that no one could come to me unless the Father allows 
him.”  This means we need to be imbued with God’s spirit – not human spirit and 
knowledge - to truly understand and embrace his words and invitations.  And truly, Jesus’ 
offer of himself as the eternal Word and the “Bread of life” in the Eucharist is meaningful 
and fruitful only as we learn to nourish it through personal experience and commitment; 
to make it real through our daily growth into his likeness, becoming in our turn the bread 
broken - “The Body of Christ” given up for the well being of others around us… 
 
“Lord, confirm our decision to stay with you. 
Draw us closer to you in bonds of trust,  
so that we may follow you in love and freedom” (Flor McCarthy) 
   

Fr Remy Son Lam Bui 

13 Park Road, Cabramatta 
Phone:   9724-2151     Email: office@sacredheartcabramatta.org.au 

Web site:   www.sacredheartcabramatta.org.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cabraparish/ Parish Priest: 

FR REMY SON-LAM BUI 
  
Assistant Priest: 
Fr Moses Tamale 
 

Parish office hours: 
Currently Tuesday, 
Thursday & Fridays  
9.30 to 4.30pm  
 
Parish Secretary:   
Mrs. Mary Pankiw 
0422   818   461 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Convent/Pastoral Care    
Sisters of Our Lady of the 
Southern Cross   9723-
3704 
 
S.V.D.P    9823-1222 
 

School:    9724 1560 
Mrs. Patricia Laidler 
 
For Weddings and 
Baptism – call parish 
office.  
   
 

 

Sick Calls or 
Emergency Only 

0410 216 549 Or 
0481 350 323  

Call priest day or night. 
 

Masses Times: 
English:   
7am Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 
6.30pm Wednesday. 
and 9am Saturday  
Weekend Masses 
Saturday vigil Mass – 
6:00pm 
Sunday – 8:30am, 
10:00am and 6:00pm 
 

Polish: 11.30 Sunday 
 

Vietnamese          
Tuesday, Thursday 
6:30pm. 7am 
Wednesday  
Viet Weekend Mass  
Saturday vigil Mass – 
7:30pm (Chaplain)  
Sunday 7:00am, 
4:00pm (Chaplain) and 
7:30pm 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time – YEAR B 
Josh 24:1-2,15-18; Eph 5:21-32; John 6:60-69 22 Agust 2021 
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Parish Notices  
   

COVID UPDATE - At least another month in lockdown. 
We have just finished our 8th week of lockdown and this weekend will be our 9th without 
physically being able to attend Mass.  Our church will remain closed at least till the end of 
September.   
Please take advantage of live streamed Masses on Sunday at Cabramatta, but everyday at the 
Cathedral and other parishes.  Reflection and meditation are a great way to stay close to God 
in these trying times.  As believers, we have the tremendous gift of prayer.  Pray as a family or 
alone. Find your little quiet place and simply talk to God.    

Remember Mass is live streamed on Sunday’s: 
10am in English and 5pm in Vietnamese. 

 
• During lockdown, THE PARISH JOFFICE IS CLOSED, however Mary is working from home 

and can be reached on 0422-818-461 anytime.  Many weddings’ dates have had to be 
changed, please remember these couples in your prayers also.   

• If someone is sick and needs a priest urgently, please call Father Moses on 0410 216 549 

Office Reflection: 
In the busyness of everyday life, we all need a little 
silence.  Time to just sit and breath in and let it out.   
 

2-5 minutes.  No thinking, no 
planning, just being. 
We all have issues, we all have 
problems to solve, work to do, 
income to earn, bills to pay, but we 
also have a choice to take some 
time for silence.   

 

 
 
 
Recently deceased Sister Margaret Case RSC, 
Anna Nguyen Thi Ngoc Ha 
 

Anniversaries – Lễ Giỗ/Remembrance Giuse 
Pham Van Doan, Vincente, Maria. 
 

The sick: Giuse Nguyen Manh Tien and all Covid-19 
Victims  
 

For those in the priority LGA’s (Cabramatta being one) enquiring about the Pfizer 
vaccinations please try this website for your booking.  
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/health-and-wellbeing/covid-19-vaccination-
nsw/priority-covid-19-vaccination-booking-for-16 
 

National Day of Prayer for the COVID-19 Crisis 
The National Council of Churches in Australia is leading 
a prayer for our nation this Sunday, where alongside 
fellow Christians, we can all unite in a prayer for an end 
to the COVID-19 crisis.  
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is inviting you to join 
with him in a prayer during the 10:30am Solemn Mass 
at St Mary's Cathedral, livestreamed on the cathedral's 
You Tube channel. The theme for the event is 'Lord Have 
Mercy', recognising the tremendous impact this crisis is 
having on our nation. 
Catholic Missions:  please help the Franciscan Sisters 
of Joseph at the St Thomas Hospital Chennai who 
desperately need your help.  Your generosity will enable 
the sisters to access additional beds, masks, oxygen, 
ventilators, medication and more.  Make your tax-
deductible donation at cm.org.au/India-Mission. 
 

       
     

 



   

 

 

 

 

  

                                             

God speaks to us in many 
ways, including through the 
Sunday Scripture readings. 
The Sunday Connection 
provides useful background 
and activities to better 
understand the upcoming 
Sunday's Scripture readings, 

helping you to connect the Scripture to daily life in 
a meaningful way. 
 
FAMILY CONNECTION 
When a child is baptized, the parents speak on 
behalf of the child in professing the faith in which 
the child is to be baptized. The parents promise 
to teach their child this faith so that they may one 
day accept this faith as his or her own. In the 
example of Simon Peter, we learn that each 
person must also make his or her own profession 
of faith in Jesus as the one sent by God to save 
us. We pray for our children as they mature in the 
faith that they may learn that Jesus alone has the 
words of eternal life and that they may choose to 
follow the way of Christian discipleship. 
 
As you gather as a family, talk about promise that 
parents make at their child’s baptism to teach 
their child about Jesus and the faith of the Church. 
Talk about the importance of this promise to your 
family and about some of the things that you are 
doing to try to honor this commitment. In today’s 
Gospel we hear Simon Peter speak about what 
he has come to believe about Jesus. Together 
read today’s Gospel, John 6:60-69. Pray together 
that each person in our family will grow in his or 
her faith that Jesus is the one sent by God who 
alone has the words of eternal life. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, 
have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, 
you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office at 9390 5810  -  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org 
 
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will 
be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese 
has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

On Tuesday 3 August, it was 
announced that Mrs Patricia Laidler, 
Principal of Sacred Heart Catholic 
Primary School for the past 7 years, 
will leave Cabramatta at the end of 
2021 and take up her new role as 
Principal of St Brendan’s Catholic 
Primary School, Bankstown 

Mrs Laidler has worked tirelessly for the Cabramatta 
community.  She has worked collaboratively with the 
parish to promote the school and parish connection. 
Patricia has been a strong educational leader always 
looking at ways to grow the school and support the 
students and their families in their learning journey. 

We thank Patricia for her dedication, her leadership of 
the community and for the energy she has demonstrated 
in developing wonderful outcomes for the students at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School. We wish her the 
very best as she embarks on her new role at St 
Brendan’s, and ask God’s blessings in her future 
endeavours. 
  
Applications for the role of Principal of Sacred Heart 
Cabramatta was advertised last Tuesday and we 
anticipate the New Principal for 2022 will be announced 
at the end of this term. 
 

In the wake of the Taliban taking control over 
Afghanistan, there are so many thoughts running 
through everyone’s minds. The world is on edge, fearful 
of what this could mean or lead to. But no one is more 
fearful than those who are currently stuck in the 
unsettled country, unable to get out. Those who have 
converted from Islam to Christianity in Afghanistan face 
the fear of persecution and even death at the hands of 
the Taliban. 
The people of Afghanistan need our prayers right now. 
But in addition to them, we must lift up prayers for our 
brave troops, leaders, and missionaries who are facing 
this fear head-on as well. Lastly, and maybe most 
importantly, we can pray for the members of the 
Taliban, that the Holy Spirit would work in their hearts. 
A Prayer for the People of Afghanistan 
Lord, we lift up the people of Afghanistan to you right 
now. We pray that you would take hold of them and help 
them walk through this fearful time. Protect them under 
your wing and help them feel the comfort and peace that 
only comes from your powerful presence. 
So many people who have called this place their home 
have been displaced because of this event. Remind 
them, Lord, that their true home is in Heaven with you. 
Give those who believe in you the courage to stand 
strong in their faith and be a strong witness for you. 
Also, be with those who do not believe in you – help 
them to see the peace in your followers and allow the 
Holy Spirit to stir in their hearts as they witness this. 
Amen 



 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


