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In his hands, shortage becomes abundance  
It’s uplifting to recall the story of the little Adrian Young and what he could achieve by 
Christmas 2017.  He was only 8-year-old then, when he came across a homeless man 
on the streets of Toowoomba during cold winter.  He felt “very sad” seeing the man and 
“didn’t think it was fair”.  He even wanted to bring him home, saying “I’m a lucky kid to 
have the life I have and I want to try and make everyone’s life as good as mine.”  He 
spent all of his money from footy tipping to buy the man some basic necessities and still 
believed he could do more to help other homeless people.  That was when he and his 
mum decided to make 50 care packs with warm clothes, toiletries and food.  All were 
well received and his mother then helped him set up a GoFundMe page to distribute 
even more. This brought out the generosity in many other hearts, just over a week he 
could reach his $1000 goal.  The initiative went on with many more hands joined in. The 
young boy was coordinating the delivery of more than 200 hampers last Christmas! 
(News.com.au 3 Aug, 20 Dec 2017) 
 
Love echoes love; goodness evokes goodness.  Adrian would be a modern illustration 
of the young boy and what happened in today’s Gospel (Jn 6: 1-15).  Jesus had great 
pity for the hungry crowd.  He nourished them spiritually by his teaching and healing, he 
also attended to their material needs, wanting his disciples to feed them.  It was obviously 
beyond the disciples’ capacity to do so yet the miracle happened.  It was so remarkable 
that through Jesus’ hands and blessings, the little gift or contribution of five loaves and 
two fish from a young boy had become plenty to feed the multitude of more than 5000 
people and still there were 12 full baskets of left-overs.   
 
The incident is frequently referred to as “a miracle of kindness” or “a miracle of 
generosity”.  It was the kindness and generosity of Jesus played out through the young 
boy’s kindness and generosity.  God can work out everything by his own will and power 
yet oftentimes he does so through human involvement and contribution.  Our gift or our 
role is then not measured by its amount or size but by the spirit in which it is given. In his 
hands, even our shortage becomes abundance; our deficiency becomes plenty! 
 
In light of today’s Gospel, the miracle is an anticipation of the Eucharist and the eternal 
banquet of heaven. (so special is the whole chapter 6 of John’s Gospel which will be 
read for coming Sundays in place of the gospel of Mark, usually designated for Ordinary 
time of Year B cycle)  We are well reminded of the fact that in the Eucharist our little 
offering of bread and wine, “fruit of the earth and work of human hands” are truly blessed 
and multiplied to be that very “bread of life”, “spiritual nourishment” God is giving in Jesus 
Christ.  Christ feeds us that we can feed others and by his hands, we truly can do so 
beyond our wildest dreams! “ 
 
Would it be another opportunity for you and me : 
• to be more attentive to and appreciative of whatever little kindness shown to us daily 

at home or at work, particularly that from our grandparents for whom we thank God in 
a special way yearly on this “Grandparents Sunday? 

• to practice the true spirit of generosity and religious dedication in reaching out in 
various forms to many people in need especially during these tough days of Covid-
19?  

 
“Love is like a basket of loaves and fishes: you never have enough until you start 
to give it away.” 

Father Remy Son 
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Convent/Pastoral Care    
Sisters of Our Lady of the 
Southern Cross   9723-
3704 
 
S.V.D.P    9823-1222 
 

School:    9724 1560 
Mrs. Patricia Laidler 
 
For Weddings and 
Baptism – call parish 
office.  
   
 

 

Sick Calls or 
Emergency Only 

0410 216 549 Or 
0481 350 323  

Call priest day or night. 
 

Masses Times: 
English:   
7am Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 
6.30pm Wednesday. 
and 9am Saturday  
Weekend Masses 
Saturday vigil Mass – 
6:00pm 
Sunday – 8:30am, 
10:00am and 6:00pm 
 

Polish: 11.30 Sunday 
 

Vietnamese          
Tuesday, Thursday 
6:30pm. 7am 
Wednesday  
Viet Weekend Mass  
Saturday vigil Mass – 
7:30pm (Chaplain)  
Sunday 7:00am, 
4:00pm (Chaplain) and 
7:30pm 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY– YEAR B 
2 Kgs 4:42-44; Eph 4:1-6; John 6:1-15 25 July 2021 
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Recently Deceased:    
Gioan Nguyen Ngoc Khanh 
Remembrance Fr Patrick McAuliffe 

Parish Notices  
   New COVID-19 restrictions – COVID UPDATE 

• In line with Lockdown orders for Greater Sydney, our church will remain closed until we are 
advised that it is safe to reopen. Funerals are limited to 10 people and unfortunately weddings 
and other sacraments of not allowed at the moment. Please refer to our website for any 
changes or updates.  Mass this weekend will be live streamed on Sunday as follows:   
English at 10am       and       Vietnamese at 5pm. 

• During this time of lockdown, THE PARISH JOFFICE IS CLOSED please do not visit the parish 
unless it is an emergency.  If you require a priest for someone who is sick or dying, please 
phone Fr Moses on 0410 216 549.  For non urgent matters, call the parish office or Mary on 
0422 818 461.   

If you require your tax receipt or amount you contributed, 
please call Mary on 0422 818 461 to discuss.  Once 
lockdown is over and we can resume going to Mass, you 
can collect your envelopes.  Please put aside any 
contributions you normally make and bring with you 
when we return.  Currently the parish has no regular 
income. 

Scripture Classes:  If you 
child attends a state school 
and is missing out on 
Scripture classes or if you 
have not registered them for 
scripture, here is a direct link 
to our “Catholic SRE 
Learning from Home” 
materials, for all parish 
families: https://www.ccress.
org.au/learning-from-home-
sre-lessons/   

 

Message from Fairfield Police and  
our local Government  
Please get tested if you have COVID-19 symptoms, 
even if mild. Symptoms include fever, cough, sore 
throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss of taste or 
smell. Other reported symptoms include fatigue, acute 
blocked nose (congestion), muscle pain, joint pain, 
headache, diarrhoea, nausea/vomiting, loss of appetite, 
unexplained chest pain and conjunctivitis. It is important 
to maintain high testing rates to identify as many cases 
in the community as quickly as possible. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Below is a list of the testing clinics in Fairfield LGA 
where no booking is required. 
Fairfield Showground - 24/7 days,  
Endeavor Sports Park Carpark - 24/7,   
Mounties Carpark, Meadows Road and Humphries 
Road - 24/7,  
Club Marconi Carpark 8:30am - 6pm 7 days,   
Fairfield RSL Carpark 8am - 6pm 7 days,  
Fairfield Hospital - 8:30am - 5pm 7 days,  
Rosford St Reserve, Smithfield - 8am - 6pm 7 days,  
Brenan Park Bourke St, Smithfield - 6am - 8pm 7 days 
22-30 Mansfield St, Wetherill Park - 7am - 10pm 7 
days 

Since this virus 
is hitting our 

area 
tremendously, 

we would like to 
seek support 

through 
community and 
prayer. This is 
also something 
that may help 

others live their 
faith during 

these turbulent 
times. 

OLRS - 
FAIRFIELD 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccress.org.au%2Flearning-from-home-sre-lessons%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Caec0c003c0404d136d3508d94d72ab55%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637625977163291587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=E%2BFj8oishsHKff3Yv76Q%2B488lvf2qoZOhbjumgCLuvw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccress.org.au%2Flearning-from-home-sre-lessons%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Caec0c003c0404d136d3508d94d72ab55%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637625977163291587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=E%2BFj8oishsHKff3Yv76Q%2B488lvf2qoZOhbjumgCLuvw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccress.org.au%2Flearning-from-home-sre-lessons%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Caec0c003c0404d136d3508d94d72ab55%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637625977163291587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=E%2BFj8oishsHKff3Yv76Q%2B488lvf2qoZOhbjumgCLuvw%3D&reserved=0


   

 

 

 

 

  

                                             

A message from the Archdiocese of 
Sydney: 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate 
people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, 
or anyone you know, have been abused, please 
contact the police. Alternatively, you can 
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at 9390 5810  -  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org 
 
You may also want to speak to your Parish 
Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal 
obligation to report crimes to the police. 

While our churches are closed at this time, 
the Catholic Weekly is producing a free 
digital flipbook edition. 
Sign up for updates directly to your 
email inbox here: 
www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-
weekly-newspaper-online/. 

Family Connection – Office Reflection 
 
On Sunday we acknowledge Grandparents and older people with the 
first World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. The theme chosen 
by Pope Francis is “I am with you always” (cf. Mt 28:20) which is a way 
of expressing the closeness of the Lord to every older person, 
especially in these challenging pandemic times. 
“I am with you always” is also a promise of closeness and hope that 
young and old can mutually share. Not only are grandchildren and 
young people called upon to be present in the lives of older people, but 
older people and grandparents also have a mission of evangelisation, 
proclamation and prayer, and encouraging young people in their faith. 
So, let us all pray together in spirit to recognise and celebrate 
grandparents and the elderly. 
 
For all older people to live in a manner worthy of the call we have 
received with humility, gentleness and generosity. May our frailty never 
prevent us from being strong in love, nor from being consolation for the 
poor and support for the young. Let us pray. 
 
For young people when they come face to face with hunger for bread 
and a hunger for peace in this world. May they never be discouraged 
by how little they have, but may they follow the Lord’s invitation to help 
feed everyone else. Let us pray. 
 
For those who are grandparents, may we know how to accompany our 
families with wisdom and may we learn to pass on the treasure of faith 
to our grandchildren and to the younger generations. Let us pray. 
 
For all the elderly who are alone and seek the tenderness of an 
embrace. May no one have to live in isolation and feel that the Lord’s 
promise “I am with you always” is addressed to their lives. Let us pray. 
 
For every sick and wounded person and for the storm of the pandemic 
to subside. May we learn never to leave anyone alone when they are 
facing the onslaught of evil, and may care be given for everyone, 
including the poorest wherever they are. Let us pray. 
God bless. 

Tony at Majellan Weekly Newsletter 

COVID-19 Prayer resources 
The Archdiocese of Sydney website has a 
dedicated page of prayer resources 
including links to popular podcasts in this 
time of pandemic, which you may wish to 
share with your parishioners. You’ll find the 
webpage at this address: 
www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-
updates/prayer-resources-for-the-
coronavirus-pandemic/. 

URGENT ACTION NEEDED! 
Today a bill has been released that would introduce euthanasia 
and assisted suicide in NSW. 
There is never a good time for laws that sanction the killing of our 
most vulnerable human beings.  However, it seems that a pandemic, 
which is affecting the lives and livelihoods of millions of people won’t 
stop Independent MP Mr Greenwich from introduction state-
sanctioned killing in NSW. 
Many have already spent a month in lockdown, unable to visit elderly 
parents at home, in hospital or aged care facilities, small business 
owners are struggling as are those with reduced working hours.  A 
pro-suicide message is not what we need to hear. 
 
To help stop precious parliamentary time and health resources being 
diverted to those with a pro-death agenda, please sign a petition to our 
Premier asking her to reject euthanasia and assisted suicide, and 
instead focus parliamentary time and resources on repairing the social 
and economic cost of this latest outbreak. 
 
Invite friends and family to sign up for these updates: 
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/our-archbishop/latest-from-
archbishop/ 
 or on our Facebook  and parish website 

BLESSING OF  
GRANDPARENTS 
 
Lord, our God,  
you have given  
these your faithful,  
our grandparents 
the grace to maintain their hope in you  
through all life’s changes  
and to taste and see your goodness,  
especially through their children and 
grandchildren. 
We bless you for the gifts you have 
showered on them  
and on us through them for so many 
years. 
 
We ask that you graciously bless (+) 
them this day,  
that they may find joy in a renewed 
strength of spirit,  
that they may have good health, and that 
they may inspire us  
by the example of their serene way of 
life. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/our-archbishop/latest-from-archbishop/
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/our-archbishop/latest-from-archbishop/


 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


